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Even with the severe economic downturn, total 
2009 wine shipments into U.S. distribution channels 
expanded by 6 million cases to a new high of 323 
million cases, up 1.9%. Most of the growth came 
from wines priced below $10 at retail, as anxious 
consumers reined in their spending on higher priced 
brands. As a result, the industry’s large commercial 
producers captured the majority of 2009 volume 
growth, and several reached record volumes. In 
sharp contrast, most medium and small sized high-
end American wineries and importers faced challeng-
ing market conditions and soft consumer demand, 
making 2009 one of the most difficult years on record 
for many companies. In fact, over three fifths of 
California wineries selling less than 250,000 cases 
reported losses for the year. 

Several game changing developments trans-
formed the nature of the U.S. wine business for most 
producers, marketers and winegrowers. Key among 
these was the huge expansion of global production 
outsourcing as large wineries used foreign bulk to 
maintain price points on big growth brands. As result, 
bulk wines imported to the U.S. surged to an all-time 
high of 25.4 million cases. These 
foreign bulk wines mostly 
replaced California grapes and 
wines from the interior growing 
regions of the state. However, as 
t h e 
l ow-
c o s t 

U.S. Market Wine Volume Grew 2% in 2009 Under Tough Economic Conditions 

foreign bulk rippled up the value chain, it had an 
enormous impact on the market for California grapes 
and wine, and especially for key varietals like 
Chardonnay. Ultimately, foreign bulk wines made up 
over 10% of 2009 California winery table wine ship-
ments to the U.S. market. 

In addition, as an unprecedented 
number of wineries released their 
wines, a decade of American 
distributor consolidation effectively 
reduced market access through 

Consumers Reined in Spending on High-End Wines, Reducing Sales for Many Producers 
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In Millions 
of Nine Liter Cases 

Actual 
2005 

% 
Change 

Actual 
2006 

% 
Change 

Actual 
2007 

% 
Change 

Actual 
2008 

% 
Change 

Estimated  
2009 

% 
Change 

Table Wine (a  256.0  3%  264.0  3%  273.5  4%  275.8  1%  281.9  2% 
Dessert Wine (b    21.6  15%    24.1  12%    26.5  10%    27.6  4%    27.0  -2% 

Sparkling Wine    13.0  -1%    13.6  4%    13.8  2%    13.5  -2%    13.9  3% 
Total Wine  290.7  4%  301.6  4%  313.8  4%  316.8  1%  322.8  2% 

Sourc es: 
Wine Institute, 
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Sources: Wine Institute, BATF, DOC, GFA estimates. Includes bulk imports.

Wine Coolers

The U.S. Wine Market, 1934 to 2009
2009 Wine Volume Rose to 323 Million Cases
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The Gomberg-Fredrikson 2009 Annual Wine Industry Review 

How did the economic meltdown affect the U.S. wine industry in 2009? Say informed! 

Purchase the Gomberg-Fredrikson 2009 annual review for just $295. This vital report includes 

leading winery shipments, historical comparisons, growth by price segment and other informed 

analyses of the complex market conditions facing U.S. wine marketers today.  

Gomberg, Fredrikson & Associates 

231 Ware Road, Suite 823, Woodside, CA 94062-4538 

Tel. 650 851-6090  Fax 650 745-7086 www.GFAWine.com 


