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Wine shipments into U.S. trade channels 
climbed to nearly 330 million cases in 2010, mark-
ing another record high for the industry.  

California wine shipments to the U.S. market 
rose by 2.9 million cases, or 1.5%, to nearly 200 
million cases. In addition, California exports over-
seas recovered, growing 4.4%, so that total Califor-
nia wine shipments worldwide grew by 4.7 million 
cases, or 2%, to nearly 242 million cases. 

Imported wines once again grew at a faster 
rate than American wines, expanding by nearly 4 
million cases, or 3.9%, to approximately 105 million 
cases shipped into trade channels (excluding im-
ported bulk wines remaining in producer inventories 
at year-end). This strong growth raised imports’ 
share of the US market to 32%, an all-time high. 

It was a recovery year for the wine trade fol-
lowing the severe economic downturn year of 2009, 
when all companies faced challenging market con-
ditions and soft consumer demand. In comparison 
to generally weak 2009 results and boosted by 
trade and consumer discounts, 
roughly two thirds of all California 
producers reported shipment in-
creases in 2010.  

Larger marketers with value 
pricing and strong national distribution attained 
largest 
portion 
of the 
volume 
growth. 
I n 

Wine Shipments to the U.S. Market Advanced to 330 Million Cases in 2010 

particular, the E. & J. Gallo Winery and Trinchero 
Family Estates both had enormously successful 
years in 2010, achieving enormous growth overall 
among many different brands and varietals.   

There was plenty for the trade 
and consumers to be excited 
about in 2010, even under soft 
economic conditions. Value-
priced white wines like Mo-

scato, Pinot Grigio and Riesling were particularly 

Winery Sales Recovered, but Markets Remained Competitive, Especially for High-end Brands 

Com-

In Millions 
of Nine Liter Cases 

Actual 
2006 

% 
Change 

Actual 
2007 

% 
Change 

Actual 
2008 

% 
Change 

Actual 
2009 

% 
Change 

Estimated  
2010 

% 
Change 

Table Wine (a  264.0  3%  273.5  4%  274.7  0%  281.5  2% 285.2 1% 
Dessert Wine (b    24.1  12%    26.5  10%    27.6  4% 27.4 -1% 29.1 6% 

Sparkling Wine    13.6  4%    13.8  2%    13.5  -2%    13.9  3% 15.4 10% 
Total Wine  301.6  4%  313.8  4% 315.8 1%  322.8  2% 329.7 2% 

Sources: 
Wine Institute, DOC, Estimates by Gomberg, Fredrikson & Associates. Preliminary. Totals may not add due to rounding. Excludes exports.  
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Sources: Wine Institute, BATF, DOC, GFA estimates. Includes bulk imports.
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The U.S. Wine Market, 1934 to 2010
2010 Wine Volume Grew to 330 Million Cases
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The Gomberg-Fredrikson 2010 Annual Wine Industry Review 

How did the U.S. wine industry perform in 2010? Say informed! 

Purchase the Gomberg-Fredrikson 2010 annual review for just $295. This vital report includes 

leading winery shipments, historical comparisons, growth by price segment and other informed 

analyses of the complex market conditions facing U.S. wine marketers today.  
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